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NEW ORCHESTRA DIRECTOR NAMED

Dr. Douglas Morrison was recently named as Director of
Orchestral Studies at West Texas A&M University. A native
of Michigan, Dr. Morrison completed his advanced studies at
Michigan State University, studying conducting with Leon
Gregorian, previously having studied privately with Dr. Valter
Poole, former Associate Conductor of the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra. Upon completion of undergraduate studies in
Michigan, Mr. Morrison served on the faculty of the Armed
Forces School of Music, in Norfolk, Virginia, following
which he returned to the Detroit area, where he became Music
Director of the Scandinavian Symphony Orchestra, the
Dearborn Choral Art Society, and the Michigan Lyric Opera
Company.

The Central Kentucky Youth Orchestras, The Kentucky
Youth Chamber Orchestra, and concurrent duties at the
Stephen Foster Music Camp led Morrison and his family to
the Lexington, Kentucky, area after which the move was made
back to Michigan to complete his doctoral studies.

During his time at Michigan State University, Douglas
Morrison conducted the University Opera Theater, the Campus
Orchestra, and was assistant conductor of the University
Symphony Orchestra; it was also during this time that Dr.
Morrison became associate conductor of the Battle Creek
Symphony.

In his time at East Carolina University, Dr. Morrison built
the ECU orchestra program into one of the finest in the
southeast. In addition to regular season concerts on campus,
Douglas Morrison led the orchestra on an historic tour of the
Czech Republic and Austria in 1999, as the first American
orchestra to be invited to perform in the annual International
Festival of Student Orchestras in Prague.

Active as a conductor of opera and ballet, including fully
staged productions of Mozart’s Le Nozze di Figaro and Der
Schauspieldirektor, Humperdinck’s Hansel und Gretel and
Tschaikovsky’s Nutcracker Ballet, Morrison has also
conducted performances with the ECU Opera Theater and ECU
Summer Theater program.

Dr. Douglas Morrison

A strong advocate of taking music outside of academia and
into the community, Dr. Morrison lead the East Carolina
University Symphony Orchestra in many outreach,
educational, and “pops” concerts, and appeared as guest
conductor/clinician with regional high school honor orchestras
throughout North Carolina and Virginia.

We welcome Dr. Morrison and look forward to his
contributions to the WTAMU orchestra program.



ALUMNI NOTES

From Roy and Molly Benson
('88 BME and '82 BME):

"We haven't sent an update to you
in a while so here goes: We are here in
Mount Pleasant, TX, for our 5th year.
Molly is teaching 4th-grade language
arts and her kids are doing very well on
the TAAS. I am beginning my 5th
year at Mount Pleasant Junior High
school and P.E. Wallace middle school
where I direct the sixth grade choir and
a treble and tenor bass choir at the
JHS. Aaron is now 18 and recently
graduated from Mount Pleasant HS
with honors, and he is currently
attending Northeast Texas Community
College preparing to transfer to UNT
when he is ready. Andrew who is now
16 is a junior at MPHS playing in the
band and singing in the choir. Aaron
and Andrew were the tenor section in
last year sweepstakes choir. In the
choir's production of Lil' Abner last
year, Aaron played Marryin' Sam and
Andrew was Gen. Bullmoose. They
have grown a lot from the boys that
played with Hotwheels while I had my
lessons".

And from William and Brenda
Brown McNeiland (attended
1958-1960):

"My husband Bill and I attended
WT 1958-60 or 61 in music and
received an excellent foundation before
attending the University of Illinois. He
is orchestra director at Jacksonville
(FL) University and I have traded my
bassoon position with the JSO for that
of manager of the symphony chorus. I
am also organist/director at All Saints
Episcopal Church. We still have
family in Amarillo and try to keep up,
at least a little bit, with the music
school at WTAMU. Your proposed
new building looks wonderful!"

NEW BAND SECRETARY

We were all so very sad to see
Barbara Wooldridge retire this year, but
we are also very pleased to welcome
her replacement, Tracy Lowe. Tracy
comes to us from Iron Mountain,
Michigan

She attended Northern Michigan
University in Marquette, MI, majoring

Tracy Lowe

in speech communication, with a
minor in mass communication/
broadcasting. She spent 11 years
(1982-1993) in broadcasting before
changing to PR/advertising/marketing
(1994-2001).

She was active for 7 years in Zonta
International, a classified women's
service organization and served as
secretary, vice president, president,
district public relations chairman and
area director.

She enjoys traveling (21 US States
and 3 foreign countries), Green Bay
Packer football (been to 38 games at
Lambeau field — "I bleed green and
gold"), and motorcycle riding.

She moved to Hereford, TX, in
2001, where she lives with a 9-month
old Black Lab/Border Collie mix
named Maggie. She's been employed
by WTAMU since March 2002.

FACULTY FOOTNOTES

Joe Ella Cansler, musical
director of the outdoor drama TEXAS
2002, conducted and directed 50 plus
shows this summer with the new
artistic director Lynn Hart. She
traveled over much of the US to
audition over 1400 people for roles in
the newer version of the show with all
live music. It was well received and
next year will bring many more
exciting changes.

Dr. Cansler was invited to observe
and participate in this summer's Santa
Fe Opera Apprentice Program July 14-
18 in a collaborative effort with Mary
Jane Johnson. She had opportunity to
observe and critique apprentice vocal
coaching sessions, follow rehearsal

scene staging, "sits" probing, and
costuming; then she observed actual
performances of La Traviata, Eugene
Onegin, La Clemenza di Tito, and The
Italian Girl in Algiers. She had the
opportunity to exchange ideas with
Bruce Donnell, Santa Fe Opera director
of La Traviata and John Crosby,
orchestra conductor, which added
insight into repertoire, technique,
directing, conducting and counseling
students for a professional career.

The Stone Fort Wind Quintet at
Stephen F. Austin University will
premier a new woodwind quintet
composed by Dr. Joe Nelson in
November and perform it at TMEA in

February

Douglas Storey, associate
professor, was awarded a faculty
teaching excellence award at the spring
commencement ceremonies.

William Takacs, instructor of
trumpet, was named prinipcal trumpet
of the Amarillo Symphony following
auditions in August.

Dr. Susan martin Tariq was
promoted to full professor as of
September 1.

OPERA SCENES

Great things are happening in opera
at WTAMU. Last May we traveled to
Denver with scenes from our
production of Cosi fan tutte. We
visited several high schools while we
were there. One of the highlights of
our trip was the opportunity to hear
WT alumna Emily Pulley in Opera
Colorado's production of Eugene
Onegin. It was an exciting evening
for the students when they got to "rub
shoulders" with the stars of the
production. They got to ask questions
and were generally star struck! Emily
was a gracious hostess and gave the
students insight into life as a
performer in the operatic world.

We are currently preparing Purcell's
Dido and Aeneas and Menotti's Old
Maid and the Thief for our spring
production which is scheduled for
January 31, February 1 and February
2,2003. We are looking forward to



much growth in our opera program.
Next year we will be performing with
the WTAMU orchestra and our new
orchestral conductor, Douglas
Morrison.

MUSICAL THEATRE

The Music Theatre Department just
finished a three-night run of Side By
Side by Stephen Sondheim, directed
by Royal Brantley and Joe Ella
Cansler. Sondheim is always a
challenge but the eight very talented
students in the show beautifully
performed numerous solos and
ensemble songs, some of which were
quite familiar and others that were
more obscure but thought provoking
to the theme of relationships

MUSIC THERAPY

A new group of students, cooler
weather, plans for attending the
national AMTA conference!! Fall
must be here. It is and we are already
past midterm. We have 10 new music
therapy students this fall and five
students completed their internships
and graduated last year (2001-2002).
We were pretty active during
homecoming this year. The music
therapy students participated in the
parade both in the WTAMU band and
on the music therapy float. We had an
opportunity to visit with former
students and their families. It was a
nice day for all. Yes, we are making
plans to go to Atlanta at the end of
October. We will be taking 9 students
to the national conference. We hope
to see many of you there. Have a
great fall!!!!

BANDS

The West Texas A&M University
Band has had an excellent start for a
promising year. We have performed at
six home football games, traveled to
Wichita Falls for the WTAMU at
Midwestern football game, and
marched in two parades. Our half
time show, which has been an eclectic
mixture of “Americana” pieces, has
been well received by both home and
visiting audiences. I can safely say

Robert Frost

that our marching season has been one
of the best I can remember!

On October 19th, we held our
annual Band Parents Day Brunch on
campus in the Hazel Kelley Alumni
Banquet Facility. We were fortunate
to have 250 students and parents in
attendance. We were honored to have
Mr. Robert Frost, one of our highly
distinguished alumni from the class of
1969, as our guest speaker. He gave a
very moving speech and reminded our
current students of the strong
foundation and the long history of
success in our band that has preceeded
them. The band presented Mr. Frost
with a plaque in recognition of his
unyielding loyalty to West Texas
A&M University. As always, the
band council, led by our current
president Anne Kane, did a wonderful
job organizing the event.

The band would like to invite you
to our upcoming concerts. The Wind
Ensemble will be performing on
Wednesday, November 20, at 6:00 in
the evening. Additionally, the Concert
and Symphonic Bands will be
performing the following week on
Tuesday, November 26, at 6:00 and
8:00 in the evening. All concerts
promise to be worth your time, and it
would be great to see you all in the
audience!

We are excited to announce that
world famous trumpet virtuoso Allen
Vizzutti will be visiting the WTAMU
campus as an artist in residence during
the second week of the WT Band
Camp in July. Mr. Vizzutti will be
performing as our guest artist with
several of the top performing
ensembles during his stay. He will
also be teaching numerous master
classes for both our campers and the
faculty, so be sure not to miss out on
this excellent opportunity for you and
your students this summer!

On behalf of the West Texas A&M
University band members, I would like
to thank all of you for your ongoing
support and generosity. Your
donations make a world of difference to
so many of our students in need of
financial assistance. The directors and
students of the band are excited to
continue the wonderful legacy that its
former director, Dr. Gary Garner,
shared with us. Once again, thank you
for your support!

SHOWCASE PATRONS

Benefactors $1,000+

The DeAngelis Family Foundation
Don & Jeanne Riecss

The Home Depot

Jack & Arlene Muthersbough

The Borger Music Club

Patrons $500-$999

Mr. & Mrs. Richard H. Davis
Dr. Charles & Mrs. Cindy Fuller
Nona Dale Fulton, M.D.
Margaret & Hollis Hands

Jent's House of Music

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Kirk

Stanley & Geneva Schaeffer

Scholarship Donors $200-$499
Amarillo Symphony

Dr. & Mrs. Peter Bickers

Brown, Graham & Company

Jessie A. Davis

Dr. & Mrs. Ted A. DuBois

Family Photo



Farmers Insurance Grou

Harry & Shirley Haines

Lois Hull

Marilyn Irish

Mr. & Mrs. James T. Irwin

Jack B. Kelley, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Frank A. Ladd

Dr. & Mrs. Russell C. Long

Mr. & Mrs. Russell A. Megert

Mr. & Mrs. Kim Meier

Gary & Paula Moore

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Moss

Mr. John F. Muelschen

J. Lee Milligan, Inc.

Denny & Sue Park

Dr. Brian & Joann Pruitt (In honor of
the Harrington String Quartet)

Lois & Karl Rice

Betty & Bill Semmelbeck

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Skinner

Southwest Animal Hospital

Steed Finance

Don & Tammy Summersgill

Drs. Syed Tariq Anwar & Susan
Martin Tariq

Tarpley Music Co.

Tegmeyer's Salad Works Inc.

James & Darlene Woltz

WTAMU Alumni Association

Sponsors $100-$199

Amarillo Civic Center

Amarillo National Bank

Amarillo Road Company

Attebury Elevators, Inc

Daryl Auwen

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Ball

Bank One

Barnes Jewelry

Bruckner's Truck Sales

Buffalo Barber Shop

Dr. & Mrs. Dennis Canon

Canyon Insurance Agency

Pat Hill Cathcart

Anne Chalex & David Palmer

John Chandler Ford

Milton & Liju Cheung

Miller Paper Company

Mary Tom Crain

Dr. Kenneth Crossland

Custom Trophies

Mr. & Mrs. Clay Dark

Ruth Dowd

Rowie Durden

Dr. Allen Early

Elliott-Russell Office Supply &
Furniture

Calvin H. Ellis

Paul & Mary Ann Engler

Patricia Epley

First Baptist Church of Canyon

First State Bank

First State Bank of Stratford

First United Methodist Church in
Canyon

Kathy L. Fishburn

Pat Fisher

Mr. & Mrs. James B. Franklin

Mr. & Mrs. H. R. Fulton

Jack Fuqua & Associates

Kenneth & Christine Gibson

Eleanor Glazener

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Goff

Mrs. Gene W. Gorsline

Graham Data Supplies, Inc.

The Greenways at Hillside

Dr. Robert Hansen & Lee Persefield

Harrington String Quartet

Gordon & Judy Hart

Harvey's Precision Body Shop

David & Jan Hinds

Charles Johnson

Nancy & Bob Josserand

Flavius & Kathy Killebrew

The Klingensmiths

Dr. Robert Krause

Jerily & Gary Laramore

The Laser Center for Vision

Don & Lee Ann Lefevre

Paul & Amy Lindley

Travis McBride

Sandra Chaney McMillen

Medi-Drive Pharmacy

Dr. & Mrs. Dudley Moore

Joe & Janet Nelson

Nimitz Band Boosters, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence A. Oeschger

Brit & Virginia Parker

Margaret Knott Patterson

The Plaza

PNB Financial

George H. Quarterman

Walter & Kristina Reneau

Emerson & Velda Rickstrew

Don & Gaynelle Riffe

George W. Robinson Violins, Inc.

Robertson & Sons Violin Shop

St. Thomas The Apostle Church

Doug & Kim Storey

John & Lora Strother

TNM&O Coaches

Sally Turk

David & Joy Watson

Ben & Joan Weber

West Texas Cat (The Rental Store)

Whitney Russell Printers

Clarence & Yuko Williams

Wilhite Refrigeration

Mrs. C. D. (Vera) Wofford

Wonderland Amusement Park

Paul & Susan Worosello
Xcel Energy
Vern Zimmerman

Contributors $25-$99

Sandra Alewine

Allied Machine & Welding

Amarillo Air Conditioning & Sheet
Metal, Inc.

Amarillo Pediatric Dentistry

Kay Anderson

Bob & Evelyn Bandy

Renna Beth Barnard

Gary & Cindy Barnes

Marion E. Bayle

Mr. & Mrs. John E. Bayless

Mr. & Mrs. Joe M. Behnke

Belcher's Tax Service

Mike & Sandy Benton

Brian & Diane Bim

John & Dessa Black

Craig & Angela Blackiston

Randy & Kathryn Bloodworth

Mr. & Mrs. John Boyce, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Leigh Bratcher

Brooks Funeral Directors

Tawnya Bryan

Buffalo Inn

John H. Butler

Patricia D. Buzzell

Dr. Joe Ella Cansler

Cherrie M. Carpenter

Bob & Bonnie Caruthers

Dr. & Mrs. J. Mario Coleman

Joan J. Coleman

Bruce, Julie, Alex & Matthew Collins

Mr. & Mrs. William C. Collins

Mr. Ed Commons, DBA, of Crown
Capital Securities

Nan Conrad

D & S Pharmacies

Don's Hi-Fi

Bernice A. Doshier

Bitsy Downing

Mr. & Mrs. Nathan F. Early

Bob Ebenkamp

Jack & Jane Edmondson

Paul & Pan Eimon

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Engelbrecht

Martha Estes

Billy G. Evans

Mary Turrentine Farley

Judy Flanders

Mr. & Mrs. Ed Flood

Dawn Irvin Fondren

Gladys Fortenberry

Blake & Denise Frere

Jack & Barbara Fyfe

Dr. & Mrs. Darrell L. Garrison

Mr. & Mrs. Terry Gilley



Robert & Caroline Glass
Edward L. Grimes, O.D.
Gingiss Formalwear
Greater Southwest Music Festival
Dr. & Mrs. Duane F. Guy
Anne & Raymon Hackett
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hall
Mrs. L. R. Hamner, Jr.
Tamarie Hawkins

Elaine Hazlewood

Kevin & Christy Henson
Evelyn D. Hill

Mrs. Forrest D. Hill

Leslie & Hilda Hinds

Steve & Connie Hochreiter
Ronnie & Sharon Holmes
Judy Wilson Hubbard
Huneke Furniture

Jim & Frances Hutson

Mr. & Mrs. William K. Irwin
Michael & Gretta Johnson
Dr. & Mrs. Roland Johnson
Jostens - WTX School Products
JS Computer Services

Dr. & Mrs. Edward Kahler
Joseph & Sharon Kane

Dr. David L. Kaplan
Thomas E. Karr, D.D.S.
Kitchen Gallery

David & Nan Kemp

Mary Jane King

Jeanette Kominczak

Alice Kuehler

Alice E. La Roche

Mr. & Mrs. Orland Lacer
Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm M. Laing
Mrs. A. W. Lair

Mr. & Mrs. David L. LeBas
Adrian & Deborah Letz
Jack & Margaret Little

Col. & Mrs. R. H. Lumry

Keith & Gloria McDaniel

Mark & Maurene McDaniel

Sherry McDowell

Paul McGuffey and Karen Nikaido

William & Brenda McNeiland

Matt Meiske

Eddie Melin

Joanna Mendoza

Sarah Preston Merrill

Robin Mikalunas

Gary & Suzi Mingus

Jule & Helen Minium

Helen Monk

Michael J. Morris

Theresa Wilhelm Mullen

Jimmy & Lou Ann Mullings

Velma Murillo

David Murray

Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Neubauer

OHMS Gallery Cafe & Catering

Dana Olmstead

Palo Duro Animal Hospital

Poole Chemical Co., Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Bret Parker (In memory of
Betty Anne Parker)

Ken & Dee Parker

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Pickens

Perry B. Pletcher

Elsa Porter

Dr. & Mrs. E. B. Posey

Myrma Raffkind

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Rayfield

Dorothy & Holley Reed

Randall & Mary Reeve

Phoebe O. Reynolds

Mr. & Mrs. Otis C. Rhoades

Chrystine Bechtol-Rives

Mr. & Mrs. John B. Roach

Mrs. Ray L. Robbins

Mr. & Mrs. Daryl Roberts

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Rogers

Hal & Nancy Sacane
Kristen Scheirman

Mr. & Mrs. Archie L. Seale
David & Shirley Shelton
Sherrod Chiropractic Clinic
Joseph Painter & Tracy Shirk
Tony & Virginia Sicola
Wayne & Carol Simpson
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Skaggs
Duane & Evan Smith
Jennifer Smith

James & Lillie Smouse
Mr. & Mrs. David Snook
Richard & Janice Snyder
Mrs. Roy L. Stargel
Stewart Title of Amarillo
Jim Stockard

Fred & Betty Stoker

Brad & Cloyce Stradley
Baldwin & Pam Stribling
Elisabeth Taylor Stusek
Kenneth & Cindy Tarr
Russ & Tina Teweleit

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Tolbert
Drs. Bill & Janet Townsend
Dan & Donna Tracy

Ruth Trickey

Glenn & Margaret Unsell
Upshaw Insurance Agency
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth C. Valliant
Dr. J. Scott & Jodi Verner
Robert L. Von Eschen
Sherry Ward

Rebecca Ware

LaDon Weed

Earl & Norma Whitten

R. R. Whitten

Mrs. Barbara Whitton
Donna E. Wilson

Marvin & Gail Wilson
Phil & Nancy Woodall

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Marsh 3 Dr. & Mrs. Dale Roller Tom & Donna Woody
Darlene McAlister Mark & Carole Roper Clark & Barbara Wooldridge
Walter D. McClure Wes Rousser Nita Wooten
Mr. & Mrs. James B. McCray Ms. Annette Ruddy
Mary Ruth McCulley Robbie & Johnny Rumph

SPRING EVENTS Mar. 9 Concert Band 8:00pm NRH

Rk Apr. 4 Showcase of Music 8:00pm AmCC

Jan. 30 Opera 8:00pm NRH Apr. 22 Jazz bands 8:00pm NRH
Jan. 31 Music Career Day Apr. 23 Special Student Recital 4:00pm NRH
Jan 31 Faculty Grand Recital 8:00pm NRH Apr. 24 Concert Band 8:00pm NRH
Feb. 1-20pera 8:00pm NRH Apr. 27 Symphony Orchestra 3:00pm NRH
Feb. 16 Choir Concert 8:00pm NRH Apr. 27 Symphonic Band 8:00pm NRH
Feb. 23 Symphonic Band 8:00pm NRH Apr. 28 Special Student Recital 4:00pm NRH
Mar. 9 Concerto Concert 3:00pm NRH Apr. 29 Honors Recital 3:30pm NRH




2002-2003 DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC AND DANCE FACULTY: Front row, left to right — Dr. Ted DuBois,
Dr. Robert Hansen, Donna Flatt, Dr. Tina Carpenter, Joanna Mendoza, Sally Turk, Dr. Joe Ella Cansler,
Dr. Joe Nelson, B.J. Sayer (GA). Second row, left to right — Dr. Joe Cox, Cecil Crabtree (GA), Ron
Lemon, Barbara Wooldridge, Dr. Susan Martin Tariq, Dr. Edward Kahler, Eric Rath (GA), Bill Evans, Don
Lefevre. Third row, left to right — Dr. Robert Krause, Annie Chalex, Dr. Sandor Ostlund, Doug Storey,
Denise Parr-Scanlin, William Takacs, Dr. Cloyce Stradley, Brian Kuhnert (GA), Dr. Douglas Morrison, Dr.
George Biffle. Not pictured: Emmanuel Lopez, Neil Hess, Russ Teweleit.
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